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In response to the Anti-Tax Avoidance Directive (ATAD), Greece has recently amended its legislation with L. 4607/2019 regarding interest
deduction limitation rules, controlled foreign company (CFC) rules, and the General Anti-Abuse Rule (GAAR). In this article, the impact of the
transposition of the ATAD in the aforementioned three rules will be analysed. In addition, a comparative survey between them and the respective
provisions of the ATAD will occur in which it will be examined to what extent the aforesaid anti-tax avoidance rules have been changed by the
transposition of the ATAD. Lastly, a critical analysis of each of them will take place concerning the issues that may arise and on their
compatibility with ECJ case law.
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1

INTRODUCTION

aggressive tax planning.3 These include interest deduction
limitation rules, exit taxation rules, a general anti-abuse provision to counteract aggressive tax planning, when other rules do
not apply, controlled foreign company rules and rules to tackle
hybrid mismatches.4 According to the ATAD, Member States
should transpose the Directive in their national tax systems no
later than 31 December 2018 and apply them beginning on 1
January 2019.5 There is an exception for the exit taxation rules
which should be incorporated into national tax systems by 31
December 20196 and interest deduction limitation rules
which should be applied no later than 1 January 2024. This
is relevant as long as the respective Member States had national
targeted rules for preventing BEPS risks on 8 August 2016,
which were equally effective as the interest limitation rule set
out in the ATAD.7
Greece had already incorporated a number of anti-abuse
and anti-avoidance measures in its national tax system, some

On 12 July 2016, the Anti-Tax Avoidance Directive1 (hereinafter referred as the ATAD) laying down rules against tax
avoidance practices that directly affect the functioning of the
internal market was formally adopted by the twenty-eight
Member-States. The ATAD forms part of the ‘Anti-Tax
Avoidance Package’ that was introduced by the European
Commission in January 2016 and is the ‘answer’ of the EU
to the fifteen OECD’s Action Items against Base Erosion and
Profit Shifting (BEPS) that were released to the public on 5
October 2015.2 The Council conclusions stressed the need to
find common, yet flexible, solutions at the EU level that are
consistent with OECD BEPS conclusions in order to ‘discourage
tax avoidance practices and ensure fair and effective taxation in the
Union in a sufficiently coherent and coordinated fashion’.
The ATAD provides for five anti-tax avoidance measures
that all Member States should apply against common forms of
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of which were in accordance with the ATAD even before its
transposition – as it will be analysed subsequently. More
specifically, by the time that the ATAD was accepted by
Greece, Greece had already introduced thin-cap rules, CFC
rules, and the GAAR into the national tax system. However,
it was only on 24 April 2019 that Greece incorporated three
anti-tax avoidance measures of the ATAD, and more specifically its interest deduction limitation rules, CFC rules, and
the GAAR by virtue of Law 4607/2019. The new rules will
apply retroactively to 1 January 2019. Exit taxation and
hybrid mismatch rules are also expected to be transposed
into domestic law, even though Greek tax legislation has
never provided for such measures in the past.
In this article, the impact of the transposition of the
ATAD in the three rules incorporated into the Greek tax
system by virtue of L. 4607/2019, specifically, interest
deduction limitation rules, CFC rules, and the GAAR will
be analysed. To do so, an overview of the established rules
under the Greek tax system before and after the introduction of the ATAD will be provided following a presentation of the Directive’s main features in the aforementioned
three rules. Finally, the amendments that were enacted
regarding each of these rules will be examined, while a
critical analysis will be provided for each of them with
regard to the extent to which they are consistent with the
respective ATAD provisions and ECJ case law.

2

THE

The interest deduction limitation rule as stipulated under
the ATAD is a structural one. The core provision of the said
article prescribes that a taxpayer can only deduct exceeding
(‘net’) borrowing costs incurred up to 30% of the taxable
earnings before interest, tax, depreciation, and amortization
(EBITDA)9 in a stipulated tax period. In addition, the
ATAD sets out a series of optional rules that provide relief
from the aforementioned basic rule.
First and foremost, under Article 4 (3) of the ATAD, a
safe harbour rule is provided by virtue of which the
Member States have the discretion to allow taxpayers to
deduct exceeding borrowing costs up to EUR three million
(3,000,000) [in the event that the exceeding borrowing
costs are up to EUR three million (3,000,000), they will
be fully deductible] or 2) any amount higher than three
million euros that corresponds to 30% of the EBITDA. It
is noteworthy that a legal entity is not entitled to receive a
deduction corresponding to 30% of the EBITDA in addition to the deduction of EUR 3 million.10
Additionally, standalone entities can be fully exempted
from the interest deduction limitation rule as they do not
bear a considerable risk of aggressive tax planning.11
Moreover, a grandfathering clause for loans granted
before 17 June 201612 may be enacted; however, the
said exclusion shall not be extended to any subsequent
modification of such loans. Member States also have the
right to exclude exceeding borrowing costs incurred on
loans that are used to fund long-term public infrastructure
projects considering that such financing arrangements
present little or no BEPS risks.13
Moreover, in the case that the taxpayer is a member of a
group that files consolidated statutory financial accounts,
the indebtedness of the overall group at a worldwide level
may be taken into account for the purpose of granting
taxpayers the right to deduct higher amounts of exceeding
borrowing costs up to a level corresponding to the indebtedness of the group. In addition, an equity escape clause
based on the ratio of the taxpayer’s equity over total assets,
specifically, a rule that compares a corporate taxpayer’s
level of equity and assets to those held by its group, can be
incorporated into the national tax systems. Under the
latter rule, the interest deduction limitation rule is not
applicable, provided that the legal entity can demonstrate
that its equity over total assets ratio is broadly equal to or
higher than the equivalent group ratio.14

INTEREST DEDUCTION LIMITATION

RULES

2.1 The Interest Deduction Limitation Rules
Provided Under the ATAD
Article 4 of the ATAD provides for an interest deduction
limitation rule based on the recommendations set forth in
the Action 4 Final Report of the OECD. As such, this
article constitutes the implementation of the G20/OECD
BEPS Action 4 on the EU level and addresses the issue of
‘excessive’ interest payments (or equivalent)8 through
which groups of companies have increasingly engaged in
BEPS in an effort to reduce their global tax liability. In
this context, the aim of the interest deduction limitation
rule is to discourage such practices by limiting the
deductibility of taxpayers’ exceeding borrowing costs.
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Member States may also allow taxpayers to carry forward and/or back the exceeding borrowing costs that
could not be deducted in the current tax period and the
unused interest capacity.15 Lastly, Member States may
exclude regulated financial undertakings from the scope
of interest limitation rules.16

that the net interest expenses recorded in the taxpayer’s
fiscal books did not exceed the amount of EUR
3,000,000.19
It should be clarified that the term ‘exceeding interest expenses’ was defined as the excess amount of the
interest expenses in relation to the income deriving
from interests. The term ‘interest expenses’ was
defined as the total amount of the interest paid by
the legal entity or the financing institution in each
separate fiscal year regarding the loans granted to it by
a legal entity, associated enterprise, banking institution, or bond loans with the exception of the capitalized interests or loan expenses. Income deriving from
interest was defined as the total amount of the gained
income deriving from interest, that is to say, from
every cause that the legal entity gained in each fiscal
year.20
In regards to the excess borrowing expenses that could
not be deducted in the current tax period, it was provided
under paragraph 4 of Article 49 of the GITC that they
could be carried forward indefinitely by the legal entity to
the extent that these future years indicated an uncovered
EBITDA amount. Moreover, financial undertakings, leasing companies as defined under L. 1665/1986, and factoring companies as defined under L. 1905/1990, licensed by
the Bank of Greece or the respective regulatory authorities
of other Member States were beyond the scope of the
aforesaid EBITDA rule.21
As mentioned above, more clarification of the application of the thin capitalization rules by legal entities were
provided in the Circular of the Independent Authority for
Public Revenue (POL) 1037/2015. More particularly,
according to the Circular, in the case of associated enterprises, the abovementioned provisions were applicable as
long as the implementation of Article 50 with regard to
the arm’s length principle and the implementation of
Article 23 (1) (a) of the GITC concerning loan interest

2.2 The Greek Interest Deduction Limitation
Rules Before the Transposition of the
ATAD
Before the introduction of the ATAD into the national tax
system, Greece had already incorporated an interest
deduction limitation rule entitled ‘thin-capitalization
rule’,17 in the aftermath of discussions that were undertaken at the EU and OECD level, while the guidelines for
the application of the thin capitalization rules by legal
entities were provided under the Ministerial Circular of
the Independent Authority for Public Revenue (POL)
1037/2015. The aim of the aforesaid rule was to address
thin-capitalization practices, under which legal entities
seek to increase debt capital disproportionally to their
own equity capital and shift debt to high-tax jurisdictions
and profits to low-tax jurisdictions.18
The Greek thin-capitalization rule was provided under
Article 49 of L. 4172/2013, which entered into force
beginning on 1 January 2014 (current Greek Income
Tax Code, hereinafter referred to as GITC).
Pursuant to par. 1 of the aforementioned article, it
was stipulated that, in the event that net interest
expenses exceeding the amount of EUR 3,000,000, the
excessive interest expenses deriving from loans granted
by third parties should not exceed 30% of the taxpayer’s
EBITDA. However, under paragraph 3 of the same
article, it was stipulated that the interest expenses
were recognized as being fully deductible provided
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The terms ‘exceeding borrowing costs’ and ‘borrowing
costs’ are defined under Article 49 (2) of the GITC.27
Further to this, the calculation of EBITDA is clarified
under Article 49 (3) of the Greek ITC, which indicates
that the EBITDA shall be calculated:

payable to affiliated companies22 had first been
examined.23 However, the method of applying the limits
provided under Articles 23 and 49 of the GITC in the
event that the conditions of non-deductibility provided
under the said article were met had not been clarified.

by adding back to the taxable income the tax-adjusted
amounts for exceeding borrowing costs along with the taxadjusted amounts for amortization, as stipulated following the
tax adjustments provided under the Greek ITC. Tax exempt
income shall be excluded from the EBITDA of a taxpayer.

2.3 The Greek Interest Deduction Limitation
Rules Following the Transposition of the
ATAD

Furthermore, following the transposition of the ATAD, a
new provision was added in Article 49 (5) of the GITC
pursuant to which loans that are used to fund a long-term
public infrastructure project for which the project operator, borrowing costs, assets, and income are all in the
Union shall be excluded from the application of the
30% limitation on interest deduction.
Lastly, under the revised Article 49 (7) of the GITC, it
is clarified that financial undertakings are excluded from
the application of the EBITDA limitation regardless of
their level of interest expenses, while the term financial
undertakings is defined under the national tax law following the wording of Article 2 (5) of the ATAD.28

Article 4 of the ATAD has been introduced into the
national tax system by virtue of Article 11 of L. 4607/
2019, which amended the former Article 49 of the GITC,
while more clarifications with regard to the interpretation
and the application of the revised Article 49 are established under the Circular of the Independent Authority
for Public Revenue (POL) 2071/2019.
More particularly, it should be first mentioned that the
Article 49 that is currently in force is now entitled the
‘Interest Deduction Limitation Rule’. In addition, the
revised Article 49 in accordance with the wording of the
ATAD provides that exceeding borrowing costs shall be
deductible in the tax period in which they are incurred
only up to 30% of the taxpayer’s EBITDA.24 Moreover,
the safe harbour rule, by virtue of which the taxpayer has
the right to deduct exceeding borrowing costs up to a
fixed maximum amount of EUR 3,000,000 has been
retained.25 However, the excess borrowing costs that cannot be deducted in the current tax period can be carried
forward by the legal entity without time limitations.26
In addition, the term exceeding borrowing expenses
provided under the foregoing Article 49 (2) of the GITC
has been replaced by the term exceeding borrowing costs.

2.4 Conformity of the Greek Interest
Deduction Limitation Rules with the
ATAD Model
Considering the above, it follows that, in the aftermath of
the transposition of the ATAD, the basic content of the
Greek interest deduction limitation rule has remained the
same regarding its basic provisions; however, those
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vis-à-vis other financing arrangements subject to the
restrictive rule.30
As for the other optional rules provided under the
ATAD, it should be pointed out that the foregoing
Greek provision providing for the possibility of the legal
entities to carry forward the excess borrowing expenses
that could not be deducted in the current tax period
without time limitation was totally compatible with
Article 4(6) of the ATAD but was not further supplemented following the transposition of the Directive. Thus,
under the Greek interest deduction limitation rule, any
excess interest expense can be carried forward but cannot
be carried back. In any event, it should be stated that,
although the said carry forward options are also allowed
by the OECD Report,31 the OECD has expressed a concern that an indefinite carry-forward could reduce the
overall impact of an interest deduction limitation rule,
afford planning opportunities, and increase the complexity
of the rule.
Additionally, the exclusion of financial undertakings
from the application of the EBITDA limitation provided
under the former Article 49 of the GITC had also been
compatible with the respective provision of the ATAD
even before its transposition. However, following its
transposition, the term financial undertakings was clarified. It is noteworthy that the Preamble of the ATAD
states that, although it is generally accepted that financial
undertakings, i.e. financial institutions and insurance
undertakings, should also be subject to limitations to
the deductibility of interest, it is equally acknowledged
that these two sectors present special features that necessitate a more customized approach. Considering that the
discussions in this field are not yet sufficiently conclusive
in the international and Union context,32 there are no
specific rules in the financial and insurance sectors and,
consequently, Member States shall be able to exclude
them from the scope of interest limitation rules.
However, due to the absence of a Greek tax grouping
regime, the Greek legislator has not provided for the
application of the special rules for groups of companies
nor for the exclusion of the standalone entities from the
scope of the interest limitation rule. This is despite the
fact that, according to the Preamble of the ATAD, it is
prescribed that ‘since BEPS in principle takes place through
excessive interest payments among entities which are associated
enterprises, it is appropriate and necessary to allow the possible
exclusion of standalone entities from the scope of the interest
limitation rule given the limited risks of tax avoidance’.33

provisions have been supplemented, while many terms
have been replaced, and others have been further clarified.
More particularly, the former Greek interest deduction
limitation rule had already been in accordance with the
ATAD – as per its basic elements – and had generally
been compatible with the minimum standard set by the
Directive to the extent that it provided that exceeding
borrowing expenses should be deductible in the tax period
in which they were incurred only up to 30% of the
taxpayer’s EBITDA. Further to this, the safe harbour
rule whereby the taxpayer has the right to deduct exceeding borrowing costs up to a fixed maximum amount of
EUR 3,000,000 has been retained. The latter is of great
importance considering that it can reduce the administrative and compliance burden for taxpayers with a low
level of net interest expense/exceeding borrowing costs.29
However, based on Article 2 of the ATAD, basic terms
such as borrowing costs, exceeding borrowing costs, and
financial undertakings as well as the calculation of
EBITDA have been clarified under the revised Greek
interest deduction limitation rules, which are key for the
implementation of the basic rule envisaging the cap on
deductibility of a corporate taxpayer’s exceeding borrowing costs equal to 30% of the EBITDA. In addition, the
foregoing title of Article 49 ‘Thin-Capitalization Rule’
has been retitled ‘Interest Deduction Limitation Rule’.
The terms exceeding (‘net’) borrowing expenses and borrowing expenses that are provided under the foregoing
Article 49 of the GITC have been replaced by the terms
exceeding borrowing costs and borrowing costs, respectively. The abovementioned terms are broader and include
both the costs and the exceeding borrowing expenses that
have already been provided under the previous Article 49
of the GITC. Therefore, during the recalculation of their
borrowing costs, legal entities are now entitled to include
amounts that were not included under the former applicable provisions.
Regarding the optional rules contained in the ATAD
that provide relief from the said interest deduction limitation rules, a new provision has been incorporated for the
first time. It was included in the national law following
the introduction of the Directive pertaining to the exclusion of the exceeding borrowing costs incurred on loans
that are used to fund long-term public infrastructure
projects from the scope of interest deduction limitation
rules. In this context, it should be properly demonstrated
that financing arrangements for public infrastructure projects present special features that justify such treatment
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In addition to the above, it should be noted that the
Greek interest deduction limitation rule complies
totally with the interest deduction limitation rule provided under the ATAD to the extent that they are both
applicable to internal, intra-EU, and international
transactions without any discrimination on the basis of
the source of the debt or the taxpayer.34 At this point,
it should be specified that, by virtue of the TFEU, the
Member States are prohibited from introducing domestic legislation that may discriminate against foreigners/
non-residents or create restrictions on the exercise of the
Internal Market fundamental freedoms. Such restrictions are understood as tax rules that envisage a difference in treatment of taxpayers involved in domestic and
cross-border activities thereby making the latter less
attractive without being justified by overriding reasons
of general interest.35 Under this framework, the interest
deduction limitation rules must either apply without
distinction to both domestic and cross border situations
or target wholly or partly artificial arrangements.36 In
this respect, one of the reasons why the Commission
proposed the implementation of the BEPS by means of
a Directive was to ensure that Member States select
options that are aligned with the fundamental freedoms
as stipulated under the TFEU,37 i.e. rules that apply in
relation to a taxpayer’s exceeding borrowing costs without a distinction on whether the costs originate from
debt incurred nationally, cross-border within the
Union, or with a third country, or whether they originate from third parties, associated enterprises, or intragroup.38

Thus, the Greek interest deduction limitation rule being
in accordance with the respective rule of the ATAD complies with the TFEU and with ECJ Case law and more
specifically with its Lankhorst-Hororst,39 Lasertec,40 Test
Claimants in the Thin Cap Litigation,41 Lammers & Van
Cleef 42 and Itelcar – Automóveis de Aluguer Lda, v. Fazenda
Pública43 decisions to the extent that it is not in breach of
fundamental freedoms. This is due to the fact that the
aforesaid interest deduction limitation rule provides for
the non-deductibility for both internal, intra-EU, and
international transactions without any discrimination on
the basis of the source of the debt or the taxpayer.44
Lastly, it should be pointed out that, as previously
mentioned, Article 49 of the GITC envisages a fixed
ratio rule limiting an entity’s net interest deductions
to a fixed percentage of its profit when measured using
EBITDA based on tax numbers. Although the said
measure is totally compatible with Article 4 of the
ATAD which also provides for an EBITDA rule, it
does not accord with the ECJ case law and, more
specifically, its Test Claimants in the Thin Cap Group
Litigation (C-524/04) decision providing for the implementation of an arm’s length principle.45
Consequently, when considering the above, the interest
deduction limitation rule is a structural measure envisaging a basic rule that is a cap on the deductibility of a
taxpayer’s exceeding borrowing costs and for a series of
optional rules that provide relief from the abovementioned
rule. In this respect, a certain degree of flexibility is
allowed while the objective of addressing BEPS is not
frustrated.46

Notes
34

G. Bizioli, Taking EU Fundamental Freedoms Seriously: Does the Anti-Tax Avoidance Directive Take Precedence over the Single Market?, 26(3) EC Tax Rev. 173 (2017).

35

A. Zalasinski, Conclusion of the BEPS Multilateral Instrument and Distribution of Competences between the EU and Its Member States, 3 Brit. Tax Rev. 447 (2015).

36

Zalasinski, supra n. 10, at 51.

37

Ibid., at 53.

38

ATAD, supra n. 1, Preamble, para. 7.

39

DE: ECJ, 12 Dec. 2002, Case C-324/00 Lankhorst-Hohorst GmbH and Finanzamt Steinfurt, ECLI:EU:C:2002:749.

40

DE: ECJ, 10 May 2007, Case C- 492/04, Lasertec Gesellschaft für Stanzformen mbH v. Finanzamt Emmendingen, ECLI:EU:C:2007:273.

41

UK: ECJ, 13 Mar. 2007, Case C-524/04, Test Claimants in the Thin Cap Group Litigation v. Commissioners of Inland Revenue, ECLI:EU:C:2007:161.

42

BE: ECJ, 17 Jan. 2008, Case C-105/07 Lammers & Van Cleeff v. Belgische Staat, ECLI:EU:C:2008:24.

43

PT: ECJ, 3 Oct. 2013, Case C-282/12 Itelcar – Automóveis de Aluguer Lda v. Fazenda Pública, ECLI:EU:C:2013:629.

44

However, according to an opposite perspective, even if the interest deduction limitation rule provided under Art. 4 of the ATAD is not discriminatory, it restricts the
fundamental freedoms. Additionally, the said rule could be questioned in light of the principle of equal treatment while an issue of unconstitutionality may arise, see
Dourado, supra n. 18, at 118–121.

45

More particularly, in its Test Claimants in the Thin Cap Group Litigation decision supra n. 38 at paras 80–82, the ECJ ruled that ‘legislation of a Member State may be justified by
the need to combat abusive practices where it provides that interest paid by a resident subsidiary to a non-resident parent company is to be treated as a distribution only if, and in so far as, it
exceeds what those companies would have agreed upon on an arms-length basis, that is to say, the commercial terms which those parties would have accepted if they had not formed part of the same
group of companies. 81 The fact that a resident company has been granted a loan by a non-resident company on terms which do not correspond to those which would have been agreed upon at arm’s
length constitutes, for the Member State in which the borrowing company is resident, an objective element which can be independently verified in order to determine whether the transaction in
question represents, in whole or in part, a purely artificial arrangement, the essential purpose of which is to circumvent the tax legislation of that Member State. In that regard, the question is
whether, had there been an arms-length relationship between the companies concerned, the loan would not have been granted or would have been granted for a different amount or at a different
rate of interest. 82 As the Advocate General stated at point 67 of his Opinion, national legislation, which provides for a consideration of objective and verifiable elements in order to determine
whether a transaction represents a purely artificial arrangement, entered into for tax reasons alone, is to be considered as not going beyond what is necessary to prevent abusive practices where, in
the first place, on each occasion on which the existence of such an arrangement cannot be ruled out, the taxpayer is given an opportunity, without being subject to undue administrative constraints,
to provide evidence of any commercial justification that there may have been for that arrangement’.

46

Zalasinski, supra n. 10, at 62.

238

Impact of the Transposition of the ATAD on the Greek Tax System

3

THE

GENERAL ANTI-ABUSE RULE

matters may arise in the future both in EU and in domestic level cannot be excluded.
The ATAD GAAR reads as follows:

3.1 The GAAR, as Stipulated Under the ATAD

1. For the purposes of calculating the corporate tax liability, a
Member State shall ignore an arrangement or a series of
arrangements which, having been put into place for the main
purpose or one of the main purposes of obtaining a tax
advantage that defeats the object or purpose of the applicable
tax law, are not genuine having regard to all relevant facts
and circumstances. An arrangement may comprise more than
one step or part.
2. For the purposes of paragraph 1, an arrangement or a series
thereof shall be regarded as non-genuine to the extent that they
are not put into place for valid commercial reasons which
reflect economic reality.
3. Where arrangements or a series thereof are ignored in
accordance with paragraph 1, the tax liability shall be
calculated in accordance with national law.

The ATAD contains a GAAR in its Article 6 that aims at
preventing the abuse of discretions provided by EU law
when formulating legal relations to the extent that this
aims at tax avoidance and results in the partial or entire
nonpayment of tax.47 More specifically, the said provision
is an attempt to combat abusive tax practices that have
not yet been addressed with specifically targeted provisions. Therefore, the GAAR functions as a method to fill
in gaps that should not affect the applicability of specific
anti-abuse rules.48 The ATAD GAAR is formulated in
terms that are quite similar to the recently adopted
GAAR of the Parent – Subsidiary Directive (PSD) that
was introduced in January 2015.49 It also accords with the
Commission’s call to Member States to introduce
anti – abuse rules (contrary to the previous approach
under which Member – States were authorized but not
obligated to enact anti-abuse measures).50
A common EU GAAR was initially proposed by the
European Commission in the context of its Common
Consolidated Corporate Tax Base Initiative of March
201151 and later by virtue of its Recommendation of 6
December 2012 on aggressive tax planning.52 Only three
months later, a GAAR almost identical to that proposed
by the Commission was included in the second Financial
Transaction Test (FTT) proposal of 14 February 2013.53
Despite the fact that several Member States had already
enacted not only GAARs but also SAARs (Specific Anti
Abuse Rules) in their domestic tax systems, the introduction of a common EU GAAR is not of insignificant
importance. The ATAD GAAR provides for the transposition of the EU law concept of abuse into domestic tax
systems, while it is applicable in domestic situations,
within the Union and vis-à-vis third countries. It must
occur in a uniform manner so that their scope and results
of the application in domestic and cross-border situations
do not differ.54 Additionally, considering that the ATAD
GAAR appears to select terminology and tests that will
detect abuse of law deviating from the ECJ’s case law
concept of abuse, the possibility that interpretation

Considering the above, it is feasible that the ATAD GAAR
could be initiated provided that three conditions are cumulatively satisfied: 1) A non-genuine arrangement or series of
arrangements, 2) The constitution of the said arrangement
for the main purpose or one of the main purposes of obtaining
a tax advantage, and 3) the circumvention of law.
More particularly, the ATAD GAAR provides for an
arrangement or series of arrangements that have been
established for the main purpose or one of the main
purposes of obtaining a tax advantage (subjective test).
Under this framework, the wording of the ATAD incites
questions as to whether the ‘sole purpose’ test as employed
by the ECJ in its case law in connection with abusive
practices is still applicable under the ATAD or if the EU
legislator has decided to set a lower requirement for
considering a taxpayer’s acts as abusive.
Additionally, in order for the ATAD GAAR to apply, the
objective test must also be satisfied, specifically, it must be
proven that the tax advantage that was obtained defeats the
object or the purpose of the applicable tax law. At this point,
it should be noted that the research of the applicable law
should be in depth and attempt to identify the object or
purpose of the law. The determination of the applicable law
may be difficult especially due to the fact that the drafting
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history or preparatory documentation of the legislation at
issue that should be taken into account for the determination
of the purpose of the law may be lacking, unclear, or
ambiguous. Moreover, the determination of which court is
competent for determining the object and the purpose of the
applicable law is also based on the applicable law in question. Thus, in situations in which a purely national rule is at
issue, the interpretation of the object and purpose of the
national law remains with the national courts whereas, in the
event that that a provision of EU law is at issue, the
clarification of its object and purpose lies within the competence of the ECJ. However, the possibility that a matter of
joint competence will arise may not be excluded (e.g. in the
case of already existing national GAARs).55
Lastly, the authenticity of the arrangement or series of
arrangements should be further examined, specifically, it
should be substantiated (regarding all of the relevant facts
and circumstances) that the activity that is performed is
not genuine, namely, that it is not put into place for valid
commercial reasons that reflect economic reality. It is
noteworthy that, according to the Explanatory
Memorandum of the initial Proposal of the ATAD, the
proposed GAAR was designed to reflect the artificiality
test of the CJEU in the event that it was applicable within
the Union.56 However, the EU legislator finally decided
to use the term ‘not genuine’ instead of the term ‘wholly
artificial’ that is used in the ECJ’s case law.
Therefore, if the abovementioned three requirements
for the application of the GAAR ATAD are fulfilled,
the arrangement must be disregarded by the tax authorities of the Member States and, consequently, the tax
liability must be recalculated in accordance with the
national tax law, therefore, giving extensive discretion to
Member States as to how the abusive act shall be reclassified and how the tax amount due shall be redefined.

The initial terminology of the Greek GAAR was
almost identical to that of the Commission’s
Recommendation on aggressive tax planning. More specifically, pursuant to Article 38 of the CTP, it was stipulated that:
1. During the tax assessment, the Tax Authority shall ignore
any artificial arrangement or artificial series of arrangement
which has been put in place for the purpose of avoiding taxation
and leads to a tax benefit. The said arrangements shall be
treated for tax purposes by reference to their economic substance.
2. For the purposes of paragraph 1, an “arrangement” means
any transaction, scheme, action, operation, agreement, grant,
understanding, promise, undertaking or event. An arrangement
may comprise more than one step or part. 3. For the purposes of
paragraph 1, an arrangement or a series of arrangements is
artificial in case it lacks economic or commercial substance. In
determining whether the arrangement or series of arrangements
is artificial, Tax Authority shall consider whether they involve
one or more of the following situations: (a) the legal characterisation of the individual steps of which an arrangement consists
shall be inconsistent with the legal substance of the arrangement
as a whole; (b) the arrangement or series of arrangements shall
be carried out in a manner which would not ordinarily be
employed in what is expected to be a reasonable business conduct;
(c) the arrangement or series of arrangements shall include
elements which have the effect of offsetting or cancelling each
other; (d) transactions concluded shall be circular in nature; (e)
the arrangement or series of arrangements shall result in a
significant tax benefit but this shall not be reflected in the
business risks undertaken by the taxpayer or its cash flows; (f)
the expected pre-tax profit shall be insignificant in comparison
to the amount of the expected tax benefit. 4. For the purposes of
paragraph 1, the purpose of an arrangement or series of
arrangements consists in avoiding taxation where, regardless
of any subjective intentions of the taxpayer, it defeats the object,
spirit and purpose of the tax provisions that would otherwise
apply. 5. For the purposes of paragraph 1, a given purpose is to
be considered essential where any other purpose that is or could
be attributed to the arrangement or series of arrangements
appears at most negligible, in view of all the circumstances of
the case. 6. In order to determine whether an arrangement or
series of arrangements has led to a tax benefit as referred to in
paragraph 1, the Tax Authority shall compare the amount of
tax due by a taxpayer, having regard to those arrangement(s),
with the amount that the same taxpayer would owe under the
same circumstances in the absence of the arrangement(s).

3.2 The Greek GAAR, Before the
Transposition of the ATAD
A Greek GAAR was introduced for the first time in the
Greek tax system by virtue of L. 4174/2013 (Code of Tax
Procedures hereinafter referred to as CTP), which was effective beginning 1 January 2014.57 Prior to the entry into
force of the said provision, any abusive acts, arrangements,
etc. could only be addressed with the provisions pertaining
to the detection and punishment of fictitious acts.
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3.3 The Greek GAAR, Following the
Transposition of the ATAD

Considering the above, it indicates that the mere conclusion of the ‘artificial’ nature of an arrangement was not
sufficient, but it should have co-existed with the intention
of the taxpayer to achieve a tax benefit, in general, by
circumventing the tax law.
More particularly, pursuant to the former Article 38 (1)
of the CTP, the Greek tax authorities were entitled to
ignore a specific artificial arrangement that aimed at tax
avoidance and (cumulatively) led to a tax benefit through
the circumvention of a certain tax provision. Otherwise
stated, what should have been assessed was the intention
of the taxpayer to circumvent a certain tax provision by
exploiting an artificial arrangement in order to be granted
a tax benefit that the said taxpayer would not otherwise
have been entitled to receive.
However, in accordance with Article 38 (4), such an
intention was not required (or this was otherwise presumed by the wording of the provision) in the case that
the selected arrangement was contrary to the subject,
spirit, and purpose of the tax provisions which would
otherwise be applicable.
In order to determine whether an arrangement led to a
substantial tax benefit for the taxpayer, Greek tax authorities could compare the amount of the tax due under the
examined arrangement to the amount that would have
been charged under the same circumstances in the absence
of the arrangement,.58 59
The definition of the term ‘arrangement’ was provided under Article 38 (2) of the CTP. As previously
mentioned, this arrangement should have been artificial for the application of the GAAR. An arrangement
was considered as artificial provided that it pertained
to at least one of the abovementioned situations established under Article 38 (3) of the CTP. It is noteworthy that the list of situations provided under
paragraph 3 was exhaustive and, therefore, any situation other than those six (a-f) could not lead to the
characterization of an arrangement as artificial even if
it was fulfilled. Additionally, in order to evaluate
whether an arrangement was artificial, it was necessary
to examine the purpose of the constitution of an
artificial arrangement. In this respect, for the characterization of an arrangement as artificial, the purpose
of obtaining a tax advantage should have been essential while any other purpose that could have been
attributed to the arrangement should have been
deemed negligible.60

Article 38 of the Greek CTP was amended retroactively
beginning 1 January 2019 by virtue of Article 13 of L.
4607/2019 for the purpose of its harmonization with
Article 6 of the ATAD.61
More specifically, it is prescribed under the revised
Article 38 (1) of the Greek CTP that tax authorities
shall ignore any artificial arrangement or artificial series
of arrangement during the tax assessment that are not
genuine and must regard all relevant facts and circumstances. The arrangements must have been made for the
main purpose or one of the main purposes of obtaining a
tax advantage that defeats the object or purpose of the
applicable tax provisions. According to paragraph 2 of the
said article, for the purposes of paragraph 1, an ‘arrangement’ is defined as any transaction, scheme, action, operation, agreement, grant, understanding, promise,
undertaking, or event. An arrangement may comprise
more than one step or component. Furthermore, for the
purposes of paragraph 1, an arrangement or a series of
arrangements is not genuine to the extent that it is not
put into place for valid commercial reasons reflecting
economic reality.62 In order to determine whether the
arrangement or series of arrangements is not genuine,
the tax authorities shall take into account whether they
involve one or more of the following situations: (a) the
legal characterization of the individual steps of which an
arrangement consists shall be inconsistent with the legal
substance of the arrangement in its entirety; (b) the
arrangement or series of arrangements shall be carried
out in a manner that would not ordinarily be employed
in what is expected to be a reasonable business conduct;
(c) the arrangement or series of arrangements shall include
elements that have the effect of offsetting or cancelling
each other; (d) concluded transactions shall be circular in
nature; (e) the arrangement or series of arrangements shall
result in a significant tax benefit, however, this shall not
be reflected in the business risks that are undertaken by
the taxpayer or its cash flows; and (f) the expected pre-tax
profit shall not be insignificant in comparison to the
amount of the expected tax benefit. Further to the
above, under paragraph 4 of Article 38 of the CTP, it is
provided that, in the event that following the application
of paragraph 1 an arrangement or series of arrangements
are considered as non-genuine, then the tax liability and
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any other relevant sanctions shall be calculated based on
the provision that would have been applied in the absence
of the arrangement(s). Lastly, paragraph 5 of Article 38
envisages a Decision by the Governor of the Independent
Authority for Public Revenue to be issued that determines
the implementation of the GAAR and any other relevant
matters.

supplementarily taken into account. Further to this, the
Ministerial Circular no. 2071/2019 that is based on the
Preamble of the ATAD pertaining to the GAAR64 clarifies that the GAAR aims at dealing with abusive tax
practices that are not handled by specific provisions and,
consequently, do not affect the application of specific antiabuse rules, such as the provisions regarding CFCs, the
anti-abuse rule of the PSD, etc.
In addition, regarding the GAAR’s applicability in
relation to Double Taxation Treaties (hereinafter referred
to as DTTs), the same Ministerial Circular stresses that, in
the case of a DTT containing a specific rule against tax
avoidance such as the Principal Purpose Test, then the
said provisions shall supersede the GAAR and apply
exclusively to the extent that the artificial arrangement
was put into place for obtaining an advantage provided by
the DTT. In any other case, the GAAR is applicable, and
the DTT’s benefits are not granted should it be assessed
that an arrangement or a series of arrangements have been
put into place for the main purpose or one of the main
purposes of obtaining a tax advantage.
However, even after the transposition of the ATAD
into the domestic tax system, some differences can still
be observed between the revised Greek GAAR and the
respective ATAD GAAR. More specifically, contrary to
the ATAD GAAR which is solely applicable to corporate
taxation and not to other types of taxation such as indirect
taxation, income taxation of private individuals, taxation
of immovable property, etc.,65 the Greek GAAR is
included and remains part of the CTP and applies to all
types of taxation falling into the scope of the said code
such as VAT, stamp duties, property taxes, special tax on
property owned by enterprises, etc. and not only to direct
taxation schemes.66
Additionally, it can be observed that the provision
pertaining to the GAAR under the Greek tax system is
more extensive in comparison to the respective provision
of the ATAD. Thus, the GAAR stipulated under Article
38 of the CTP includes a series of examples of nongenuine arrangements that were also included in the
Commission’s Recommendation 2012/772/EC, whereas
such examples are not contained in the ATAD provisions
regarding the GAAR.
Considering the foregoing, the conclusion can be drawn
that, although the wording of the GAAR was amended
following the transposition of the ATAD and some terms
were replaced by others, the basic context in respect of 1)
the substance of the arrangement and 2) the aim of

3.4 Conformity of the Greek GAAR with the
ATAD Model
In view of the foregoing, it follows that a series of amendments have been enacted in the Greek GAAR following
the transposition of the ATAD into domestic law,
although the general framework has remained the same.
First and foremost, the former title of Article 38 of
CTP ‘General provision against tax-avoidance’ was
replaced by the title ‘General Anti-Abuse Rule’ that was
provided under the revised Article 38 of the CTP following the wording of the respective provision of the ATAD.
Additionally, following the transposition of the ATAD,
the amended Greek GAAR adopted the main purpose test
instead of the essential purpose test that was stipulated
under the previous provision. However, the revised provision has also adopted the economic reality test so that the
GAAR is not applicable in the case of genuine schemes.
Moreover, the term ‘artificial arrangement’ used under the
previous Greek GAAR has been replaced by the term
‘non-genuine arrangement’ and adopts the respective
wording of the ATAD provision. However, as clarified
under the Explanatory Report of L. 4607/2019, the term
‘artificial arrangements’ that is contained in the former
Article 38 (which followed the wording of the
Commission Recommendation 2012/772/EC that had
adopted the ECJ’s case law63) and the term ‘non-genuine’
arrangements contained in the revised Greek GAAR that
adopted the wording of the ATAD are considered identical for interpretation purposes.
In addition, more clarifications regarding the application of the revised GAAR are provided by virtue of the
Ministerial Circular of the Independent Authority of
Public Revenues n. 2071/2019. More specifically, according to the said Ministerial Circular, the Greek tax authorities bear the burden to prove that an arrangement is
non-genuine while, for the interpretation of the provision,
the relevant case-law of the European Court of Justice and
the Commission Recommendation 2012/772/EC shall be
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obtaining a tax benefit 3) through the circumvention of
the law has been retained. Moreover, the applicability of
the GAAR in domestic situations within the Union and
vis-à-vis third countries in a uniform manner already
provided under the previous GAAR has also been
retained, while it is in accordance with the Preamble of
the ATAD. However, many issues may arise in the future
due to the generality of the GAAR provisions, the conflicting terminology, the contradictory meanings, and the
considerable discretion granted to tax administration that
increases legal uncertainty.67 Therefore, the interpretation
provided on the matters that may arise by the administrative courts and the ECJ are expected to play a key role.

4

CFC

an EU and EEA Member State from those located in a
third country. More specifically, pursuant to Article 7 (1)
of the ATAD, in the event that the CFC is located in a
third country that is not a Member State of the EU or
EEA, the non-distributed income of a legal entity or
permanent establishment shall be included in the tax
base of the parent company provided that the following
conditions are cumulatively met:
a) the taxpayer, by itself or along with its associated
enterprises, holds more than 50% of the voting
rights either directly or indirectly, owns more than
50% of the capital, or is entitled to receive more
than 50% of the profits of the controlled entity.
b) the controlled entity is subject to a low tax rate
determined as 50% of the effective rate of the parent
company.71

RULES

4.1 The CFC Rules, as Stipulated Under the
ATAD

Regarding the definition of CFC income, the Directive
affords Member States the discretion to select between
two alternative approaches. In terms of the first approach,72
the Member State of the parent company shall include the
non-distributed income falling within one of the following
categories in its tax base: (1) interest or any other income
generated through financial assets; (2) royalties or any other
income generated from intellectual property; (3) dividends
and income from the disposal of shares; (4) income from
financial leasing; (5) income from insurance, banking, and
other financial activities; (6) income from invoicing companies that earn sales and services; and income from goods
and services purchased from and sold to associated enterprises that add no or little economic value. In this case, the
income to be included in the tax base of the parent company shall be calculated in accordance with the rules of the
corporate tax law of the Member State where the parent
company is tax resident or situated for tax purposes. Losses
of the entity or permanent establishment shall not be
included in the tax base of the parent company but may
be carried forward – in accordance with the national law of
the Member State where the parent company is tax resident – and taken into account in subsequent tax periods.73
It is noteworthy that an exception may be provided
by the Member States in the case that the CFC carries
on substantive economic activity supported by staff,
equipment, assets, and premises, as evidenced by relevant facts and circumstances. However, in the event

Another practice of multinational companies to reduce
their group’s tax liability is the creation of affiliates – wholly or partly for tax reasons rather than for
non-tax business reasons – in low or no tax jurisdictions
to which they shift profits from the parent company that
is established in a high tax jurisdiction.68 The aforesaid
practice is favoured due to the fact that unilateral tax rules
recognize that CFCs are normally treated as autonomous
taxpayers and, therefore, the profits of the CFCs are not
included in the tax base of the resident shareholder. Thus,
the foreign income of the foreign company is subject to
deferral until repatriation.69 In order to address the aforesaid tax avoidance practice, the twenty-eight Member
States followed the Recommendations set forth by the
OECD in Action Item 3 of the BEPS Action Plan and
introduced Controlled Foreign Company (hereinafter
referred to as CFC) rules that provide for a method of
re-attributing the non-distributed income of a low-taxed
controlled subsidiary to its highly taxed parent company.
CFC rules may target an entire low-taxed subsidiary,
specific categories of income, or may be limited to income
that has been artificially diverted to the subsidiary.70
CFC rules are stipulated under Articles 7 and 8 of the
ATAD. It should first be mentioned that CFC rules
provided under the ATAD distinguish CFCs located in
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that the CFC is a resident or situated in a third
country that is not party to the EEA Agreement, the
Member States have the discretion to refrain from the
aforesaid exemption and to not apply this substantive
economic activity test.
In terms of the second approach, the Member State of
the parent company shall include the non-distributed
income of the controlled entity or permanent establishment arising from non-genuine arrangements that have
been put in place for the essential purpose of obtaining
a tax advantage in the tax base of the latter.74 It should
be pointed out that an arrangement shall be regarded as
non-genuine to the extent that the legal entity or
permanent establishment would not have owned the
assets or would not have undertaken the risks that
generate all or part of its income if it was not controlled
by a company where the significant people functions
that are relevant to those assets and risks and are instrumental in generating the controlled company’s income
are performed. That is to say that the key point for the
determination of a non-genuine arrangement is the
State where most of the decision-making functions
were conducted that generated diverted income.75 In
the event that significant people functions are carried
out by the controlling company, the CFC is considered
to be a non-genuine arrangement that does not own the
assets and has not undertaken the risks that generate all
or part of its income. In this case, the income diverted
to the subsidiary is considered to have been generated
by an artificial arrangement that has the essential purpose of obtaining a tax advantage. Therefore, the aforesaid income that has been artificially diverted to the
CFC shall be taxable at the level of the controlling
company.
Concerning the computation of the income to be
included in the tax base of the controlling company
under the abovementioned second approach, it should be
pointed out that it shall be limited to the amounts
generated through assets and risks that are linked to
significant people functions performed by the controlling
company. Additionally, the attribution of the income of
the CFC shall be calculated according to the arm’s length
principle.76

Once the income has been computed in the forms
explained above, it shall then be re-attributed to the
parent company in proportion to the participation of the
latter in the CFC and included in the tax period of the
parent company in which the tax year of the CFC ends.77
In addition, in order to eliminate double taxation, the
Member State of the controlling company shall allow a
deduction – according to its national law – of the tax paid
by the entity or permanent establishment from the tax
liability of the taxpayer in its State of tax residence or
location.78
Furthermore, a number of additional provisions that
allow Member States to limit the scope of CFC rules are
established under Articles 7(3) (4) of the ATAD. More
specifically, under the first approach, Member States may
decide not to treat a subsidiary or a permanent establishment as a CFC if one third or less of its income consists of
the predefined passive income categories while special
rules are provided for financial undertakings.79
Moreover, Member States may exclude from the scope of
the second approach – related to reattribution of the nondistributed income arising from non-genuine arrangements for the essential purpose of obtaining a tax advantage – (1) an entity or a permanent establishment with
accounting profits of no more than EUR 750,000 and
non-trading income of no more than EUR 75,000; or (2)
an entity or a permanent establishment for which the
accounting profits amount to no more than 10% of their
operating costs for the tax period.80
On the other hand, in order to comply with the fundamental freedoms, the CFC rules are not applicable in the
case of a subsidiary located in an EU/European Economic
Area (EEA) jurisdiction, unless the establishment of this
entity is entirely artificial or is engaged in non-genuine
arrangements that have been put in place for the essential
purpose of obtaining a tax advantage.
At this point, it should be noted that the provision
pertaining to the CFCs established in the Member States
of the EU or EEA is based on the ECJ’s case law and, more
specifically, on its Cadbury Schweppes81 and Test Claimants
in the Thin Cap Group Litigation decisions.82
More particularly, in its Cadbury Schweppes ruling, the
ECJ stressed the need to distinguish profits arising from
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artificial arrangements from those deriving from genuine
economic activities.83 It has also clarified that the assessment
on whether a CFC has the intention to carry on genuine
economic activity for an indefinite period must be based on
objective factors that are ascertainable by third parties
regarding the extent to which the CFC physically exists in
terms of premises, staff, and equipment. In the event that
checking those factors leads to the conclusion that the CFC is
a fictitious establishment not carrying on any genuine economic activity in the territory of the host Member State, the
creation of that CFC must be regarded as having the characteristics of a wholly artificial arrangement. This may be the
case of a ‘letterbox’ or ‘front’ subsidiary.84
Therefore, Article 7 (2) of the ATAD (according to
which the ascertainment on whether a CFC has the characteristics of a wholly artificial arrangement that does not
carry on substantive economic activity must be based on
the existence of staff, equipment, assets and premises) is
based on the ECJ’s case law as it envisages the three
objective factors that are ascertainable by third parties
provided under Cadbury Schweppes, while one more is
added in the ATAD, specifically, the assets.
It should also be pointed out that the ECJ ruled that
CFC rules restrict the freedom of establishment. However,
the said restriction may be justified by the overriding
reason of preventing tax avoidance that is realized through
the creation of wholly artificial arrangements that do not
reflect economic reality but aim at circumventing the
application of the legislation of the Member State, where
the profits are actually generated, in order to escape the
tax normally due on the profits generated by activities
that are performed in the controlling company’s territory.
Therefore, the aforesaid CFC rules are applicable regarding the CFCs located in other EU or EEA Member States
only in the case of wholly artificial arrangements and not
of genuine economic activities even if there is a tax
motive, specifically, an intention of obtaining tax relief.85
In terms of its Test Claimants in the Thin Cap Group
Litigation decision, the ECJ ruled that, in order to determine whether a transaction represents a purely artificial
arrangement either wholly or partly, the essential purpose

of which is to circumvent the tax legislation of the
Member State where the profits are actually generated, it
should be questioned whether the loan would not have
been granted or would have been granted for a different
amount or at a different rate of interest had there been an
arms-length relationship between the concerned companies. In other words, the fact that a resident company has
been granted a loan by a non-resident company with
terms that do not correspond to those that would have
been agreed upon at arm’s length constitutes an objective
and verifiable element for the Member State, where the
borrowing company is resident. With this element, it can
be determined whether the transaction in question represents, in whole or in part, a purely artificial arrangement
entered into solely for tax reasons.86 Therefore, the computation of the income re-attributed by virtue of the
second approach provided under Article 7 (2) (b) of the
ATAD is aligned with Test Claimants in the Thin Cap
Group Litigation decision of ECJ.87

4.2 The Greek CFC Rules Before the
Transposition of the ATAD
CFC rules were first introduced into the Greek tax system
by virtue of Article 66 of the Greek Income Tax Code (L.
4172/2013)88 when the proposals and guidelines contained in the Council Resolution of 8 June 2010 on the
coordination of the CFC and thin capitalization rules
within the European Union were incorporated into the
national tax system,89 More clarification and guidelines
regarding the interpretation and application of the Greek
CFC rules were first provided under Ministerial Circular
1076/2014 issued by the Secretary General for Public
Revenue as amended by Circular 1211/2014.
More specifically, pursuant to the former Article 66 (1)
of the Greek Income Tax Code, the non-distributed
income of legal persons/entities that are foreign tax residents is included in the taxable income of a Greek taxpayer provided that the following conditions are
cumulatively satisfied:
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4.3 The Greek CFC Rules Following the
Transposition of the ATAD

(a) the taxpayer itself or along with other associated
enterprises owns more than 50% of shares either directly
or indirectly, voting rights, or participation in the capital
or is entitled to more than 50% of the profits of the nonresident legal entity.
(b) the CFC is subject to taxation in a non-cooperative
State or in a State with a preferential tax regime 90
(c) more than 30% of the net income before taxes that is
generated by the CFC consists of passive income falling
within the scope of one or more of the following categories:
(1) interest or any other income generated from financial
assets; (2) royalties or any other income generated from
intellectual property; (3) dividends and income from the
disposal of shares; (4) income generated from movable assets;
(5) income generated from the immovable property, unless
the State of the CFC would not be entitled to tax the said
income by virtue of an agreement concluded with a thirdcountry; and (6) income generated from insurance, banking,
and other financial activities. It is noteworthy that the
aforesaid categories of income are taken into account under
the condition that more than 50% of the relevant category of
income of the CFC arises from transactions between the
latter and the Greek resident taxpayer or its associated
enterprises.91 Besides, as clarified under Circular no. 1076/
2014, Article 66 of the GITC shall be applicable and,
consequently, the non-distributed income of the CFC shall
be re-attributed to the Greek resident taxpayer, when even
one of the aforementioned passive income categories derives
from transactions between the CFC and the Greek taxpayer
or its associated enterprises.
Regarding the computation of the undistributed
income of the CFC to be re-attributed to the Greek
resident taxpayer, it should be pointed out that the aforesaid categories of income shall be calculated on the basis
of the tax year and the tax rate that is applicable to the
business profits arising from the activities of individuals
and legal entities, as the case may be.
d) the principal class of shares of the CFC are not traded
on a regulated market.
In addition, it is noteworthy that the aforesaid CFC rules
are not applicable in the event that the foreign legal person/
entity is a tax resident of an EU Member State or of an EEA
State that has concluded an information exchange agreement (equivalent to the exchange of information upon
request provided under the EU Mutual Assistance
Directive (2011/16) with Greece), unless the economic
activity of the said legal person/entity constitutes an artificial arrangement being created for the essential purpose of
avoiding the corresponding tax obligations in Greece.92

Following the transposition of the ATAD by virtue of
Article 12 of L. 4607/2019, the terminology of Article 66
of L. 4172/2013 has been amended, while more clarifications and guidelines regarding the interpretation and
application of the revised Greek CFC rules are presented
under Ministerial Circular no. 2071/2019.
According to the revised Article 66 (1) of L. 4172/
2013, the definition of the Controlled Foreign Company
is introduced. More particularly, a Controlled Foreign
Company is defined as a foreign legal person/entity or
foreign permanent establishment for which profits are
not subject to taxation or are excluded from the taxation
in Greece should the following conditions be cumulatively
met:
a) in the case of a legal person/entity, the taxpayer itself
or with other associated enterprises holds more than 50%
of the voting rights either directly or indirectly, owns
more than 50% of the capital, or is entitled to more
than 50% of the non-resident profits of the non-resident
legal entity.
b) the actual corporate tax paid on the profits of the
foreign legal entity or the permanent establishment
abroad is less than 50% of the corporate tax that would
have been charged on such profits in Greece.
c) More than 30% of the net income before taxes that is
generated by the legal entity or the permanent establishment abroad falls within the scope of one or more of the
following categories: (1) interest or any other income
generated from financial assets; (2) royalties or any other
income generated from intellectual property; (3) dividends
and income generated from the disposal of shares; (4)
income from financial leasing; (5) income from insurance,
banking, and other financial activities; and (6) income
from invoicing companies that earn sales and services
income from goods and services purchased from and sold
to associated enterprises that add no or little economic
value.
Should the aforesaid conditions be cumulatively satisfied and, consequently, a legal entity or permanent establishment is treated as a CFC, the controlling company
located in the Greek territory should include the aforesaid
predefined categories of non-distributed passive income in
its tax base in Greece.93
Moreover, a new definition of associated enterprises is
introduced94 pursuant to which an affiliated company is
defined as:
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CFC rules – by virtue of which the ATAD has been
incorporated in the Greek tax system – the tax authorities
bear the burden to prove that the controlled foreign
person/entity or permanent establishment that is a tax
resident in a Member State of the EU or EEA does not
carry on substantive economic activity.

a) a legal person/entity for which the taxpayer directly
or indirectly holds voting rights or participation in capital
or is entitled to profits at a rate of 25% or more.
b) a physical or legal person/entity directly or indirectly
holding voting rights or participation in capital or is
entitled to the profits of a taxpayer at a rate of 25% or
more.
Should a physical or legal person/entity directly or
indirectly hold voting rights or participation in capital
or be entitled to participate in profits of a taxpayer and
one or more legal persons/entities at a rate of 25% or
more, all of the respective legal persons/entities, including
the taxpayer, shall be regarded as associated enterprises.
Concerning the computation of the income to be reattributed by the CFC to the Greek resident taxpayer,95 it
should be stated that the said income shall be calculated
on the basis of the tax rates that are applicable to the
business profits arising from the business activities of
individuals and legal entities, as the case may be.
Furthermore, the said income shall be calculated in proportion to the taxpayer’s participation in the entity and
shall be included in the tax year of the taxpayer during the
tax year that the CFC ends. Should the legal person/entity
or the permanent establishment incur losses in a tax year,
the said losses shall not be included in the taxpayer’s tax
base, but may be carried forward and taken into account
in subsequent tax periods.
In order to eliminate double taxation, the new Greek
CFC rules contain provisions pertaining to the tax treatment of any profit distributions made by the CFC and its
disposal of shares and provide for the possibility of the
associated enterprises to credit the tax paid abroad in the
case of indirect participation and up to the amount of the
Greek corresponding tax.96 More particularly, when the
CFC distributes profits to the taxpayer and those distributed profits are included in the taxable income of the
parent company in Greece, the amounts of income previously included in the tax base of the Greek parent
company pursuant to Article 66 (3) of the Greek ITC
shall be deducted from the tax base, when calculating the
amount of tax due on the distributed profits in order to
avoid the double taxation.97
It should be noted that the aforesaid provisions are not
applicable to legal persons/entities or permanent establishments that are tax residents in the EU or EEA
Member States, under the condition that they carry on
substantive economic activity that is supported by staff,
equipment, assets, and premises as evidenced by relevant
facts and circumstances.98 In this event, as clarified by the
explanatory memorandum of L. 4607/2019 regarding

4.4 Conformity of the Greek CFC Rules with
the ATAD Model
Considering the foregoing, Greek CFC rules had already
been generally compatible with Articles 7 and 8 of the
ATAD even before the transposition of the Directive into
the Greek tax system. However, a series of significant
amendments have been enacted in the Greek CFC legislation following the transposition of the ATAD.
First and foremost, the conditions that should be cumulatively satisfied for the re-attribution of the income of the
CFC to the parent company that is a Greek tax resident
have been amended. More particularly, although the participation condition with a percentage of over 50% of
voting rights, capital, or profits has been retained, the
current Greek CFC legislation prescribes that, for the
determination of the taxpayer’s participation percentage
along with other associated enterprises, the latter are
firstly identified and then their percentages are combined
given that the definition of the associated enterprises is
introduced under the current Article 66 (2) of the GITC.
It should be pointed out that the definition of associated
enterprises as stipulated under Article 66 (2) of the GITC
deviates from Article 2 (4) of the ATAD. Consequently,
its scope has been expanded in comparison to the definition of associated enterprises as provided under Article 2
(d) of the GITC. Thus, the minimum threshold for a legal
entity to be considered as an associated enterprise for the
determination of CFC is specified at 25% instead of the
33% that is set out under Article 2 of the GITC.
Therefore, it is possible that legal entities that are not
regarded as associated enterprises for the application of
other provisions (such as transfer pricing) are regarded as
such for the application of the CFC rules.
Another important amendment is related to the minimum tax paid abroad rule. More particularly, pursuant to
the Greek CFC rules before the transposition of the
ATAD, only the income deriving from CFCs established
in a non-cooperative country or in a country with a preferential tax regime was subject to taxation in the Greek
territory. However, according to the revised Greek CFC
rules, the sole criterion is the actual tax paid abroad that
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accruing to the entity or permanent establishment be
ensconced within the predefined passive income categories. It is noteworthy that, according to the explanatory
memorandum of the Directive, the exemption of certain
entities with low profits or a low profit margin can result
in fewer risks of tax avoidance by Member States.
Consequently, this may result in limiting the administrative burden and compliance costs.100 However, pursuant
to the OECD, the adoption of the said exemption could
easily be exploited by multinational enterprises in order to
escape the application of CFC rules by splitting the
income among multiple subsidiaries with each of them
falling below the threshold.101
Concerning the computation of the undistributed
income of the CFC that is to be included in the tax base
of the Greek resident taxpayer, it should be noted that the
respective Greek CFC rules adopting the first approach of
reattribution of the passive income were in accordance
with the ATAD even before its transposition especially
due to the analytical content of Circular no. 1076/2014.
However, in the respective revised provisions of Article 66
of the GITC, adopting the exact wording of the ATAD
has enriched the rules, in order to incorporate the provisions regarding the tax treatment of the foreign losses and
the tax credit relief mechanism for the elimination of
double taxation.
In addition, it should be pointed out that the difference
in treatment between CFCs located in third countries and
those located in other Member States of the EU or EEA
that have concluded the information exchange agreement
with Greece that was provided under the former Greek
CFC rules has been retained. Therefore, under the revised
Greek CFC rules, it is prescribed that, contrary to CFCs
located in third countries, CFCs that are tax residents in
the EU or EEA Member States may be excluded from the
application of the Greek CFC rules under the condition
that they carry on substantive economic activity that is
supported by staff, equipment, assets, and premises, as
evidenced by relevant facts and circumstances.
Considering the above, it is obvious that the revised
Greek CFC rules contain specific elements according to
which it can be determined whether a legal person/entity
or permanent establishment carries on substantive economic activity. The said elements, specifically, the existence of premises, staff, equipment, and assets, are
objective factors that are ascertainable by third parties,
which are also provided for under Article 7 (2) (a) of the
ATAD, while they are based on the Cadbury Schweppes
decision of the European Court of Justice (ECJ) as already
analysed above (see above 4.1). Therefore, the revised

should be less than 50% of the corporate tax that would
have been charged on such profits in Greece irrespective of
the country of establishment of the CFC. Moreover, the
provision regarding the exclusion of the listed companies
has been abolished. Therefore, listed companies that were
excluded from the CFC rules under the previous tax
regime fall within the scope of the revised CFC rules
following the transposition of the ATAD.
However, the 30% condition that should be also met
for the inclusion of the non-distributed income of legal
persons/entities that are foreign tax residents in the taxable income of a Greek taxpayer that was provided under
the former Greek CFC legislation has been retained under
the revised CFC rules. Thus, contrary to the ATAD that
does not provide for a numerical criterion for the characterization of a legal entity as a CFC, the Greek CFC
rules provided under Article 66 (2) (c) of the Greek ITC
prescribe that more than 30% of the net earnings before
taxes of the foreign legal person/entity should derive from
passive income in order for the CFC rules to apply.99
Additionally, it should be pointed out that Greece has
adopted the first approach pertaining to the inclusion of
the undistributed passive income of the CFC in the tax
base of the Greek resident taxpayer. According to OECD
BEPS Action 3, this choice is particularly consistent with
the aim of the CFC rules themselves, which is to address
the erosion of the parent jurisdiction’s tax base while
reducing compliance and administrative costs.
At this point, it should be noted that the term passive
income has been amended following the transposition of
the ATAD, although the 30% condition of the passive
income forming the non-distributed income of the CFC
has been retained, as previously mentioned. More specifically, following the wording of Article 7 (2) (a) of the
Directive, the definition of the term passive income was
extended to include the income generated from financial
leasing and invoicing companies that earn sales and services income from goods and services purchased from and
sold to associated enterprises that add no or little economic value. However, rental income deriving from both
movable and immovable property that was provided for
under the previous Greek CFC rules was not listed in the
new Greek provision of the CFCs; they are also not
provided for under the ATAD.
However, Greece has not adopted the exemption from
the scope of CFC rules that is stipulated under Article 7
(3) of the ATAD, pursuant to which the Member States
that opted for the first approach had the discretion to not
treat an entity or permanent establishment as a controlled
foreign company should one third or less of the income
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Greek provisions on CFCs are compatible not only with
Articles 7 and 8 of the ATAD but also with the ECJ’s case
law regarding Cadbury Schweppes.
Lastly, it should be pointed out that the issue of the
burden of proof that the CFC carries on genuine economic
activity has been resolved by virtue of the explanatory
memorandum of L. 4607/2019. Thus, according to the
aforesaid explanatory memorandum, the tax authorities
bear the burden to prove that the controlled foreign
person/entity or permanent establishment that is a tax
resident in a Member State of the EU or EEA does not
carry on substantive economic activity.
The aforesaid clarification is of great significance considering that it was not clear under the previous tax
regime, who bore the burden of proof.102 This is due to
the fact that, pursuant to the previous Circular No. 1076/
2014 that provided guidelines on the application of the
former Article 66 of the GITC, it was stated that, in order
for the CFC rules not to be applicable in case of a legal
person/entity that is resident or situated in another EU or
EEA Member State, it must be proved that the CFC
carries on genuine economic activity in the State, where
it is located. In view of the foregoing, it follows that,
although it was not specifically mentioned, who bore the
burden of proof, the terminology that was used under the
previous tax regime led to the conclusion that the taxpayer must prove the pursuit of genuine economic activity
in order not to fall within the scope of CFC rules.
Considering the foregoing, the revised Greek CFC rules
are accordingly aligned with the ATAD and with ECJ
case law. However, it is noteworthy that the proper
implementation of CFC legislation depends on the effective implementation of exchange of information agreements to a great extent, given that certain difficulties
may arise in the application of CFC rules, especially due
to the fact that no or little information is available from
low tax jurisdictions, where CFCs are usually situated.103

Greece has made large steps forward for combating tax
avoidance and aggressive tax planning over the past years.
In this respect, Greece had already adopted certain antitax-avoidance rules corresponding to EU legislation and to
the Recommendations set forth by OECD before the
transposition of the ATAD into domestic law.
Following the transposition of the Directive by means
of L. 4607/2019, the current Greek interest deduction
limitation rules, the GAAR, and the CFC rules are
aligned with the ATAD regarding its basic provisions.
Concerning the optional provisions contained in the
ATAD providing relief from the implementation of the
interest deduction limitation rules and the CFC rules, it
can be noted that only some of them have been adopted
under Greek legislation. Additionally, exit taxation and
hybrid mismatch rules are expected to be transposed into
domestic law.
Acknowledging the positive developments in Greece’s
tax landscape, it remains to be seen how the abovementioned rules will be implemented by the tax administration and the administrative courts especially due to the
fact that some measures, such as the GAAR, have not yet
been implemented in practice in Greece. Therefore, it is
plausible that many issues may arise regarding the
implementation and the interpretation of the anti-tax
avoidance measures, inter alia, due to the fact that the
Directive does not always accord with the reasoning and
the terminology of the Court. In any event, emphasis
should be given to combating artificial arrangements
that do not carry on substantive economic activity without impeding the pursuit of substantive economic activity that is carried out for valid commercial reasons that
reflect economic reality. The interpretation that will be
provided by the ECJ on the issues that may arise will
play a key role.
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